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PREFACE.

It

may

be

proper,

perhaps,

to

state

here,

in

a

very

view

few

words,

the

objects

which

the

author

had

in

in

drawing

up

the

following

art

of

History

of

Chemistry.

gold,

with

which

the

Alchymy,

or

the

making

portion

of

science

originated,

furnishes

too

curious

a

the

aberrations

of

the

in

silence.

human

intellect

to

be

passed

over

The

writings

of the

alchymists

are

so

vo-

it

luminous

and

so

mystical,

that

materials

for

a

very

long

work.

would

have

afforded

But

I

was

prevented
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