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BRITAIN'S LEADING MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO THE AMSTRAD CPC 464, 664 AND 6128

The definitive playing

guide for the arcade

adventure of the year

BOOK

WORLD

a novel nightmare

full of Eastern

surprises

PAGEMAKER

jailhouse

blues in the pit

^

The full story of the bugs, the updates and

a new package

HOME FINANCE

Balancing your budget with a brand-new

accounting package



[image: ]

I M A

G I N

ARKANOID -

THE

BLOCKBUSTER!

SCREEN AFTER

SCREEN OF ONE OF

THE MOST

ADDICTIVE ARCADE

GAMES EVER! IT'S

TRUE TO THE

ORIGINAL WITH

SHARP GRAPHICS

AND PLAY FEATURES

SUCH AS LAZERS.

CATCH AND HOLD.

ELONGATOR AND

MUCH, MUCH

MORE. THIS IS

ARKANOID - THE

REAL THING! £7.95

Licensed from taitoCcxp 198o

Screen shots ukeii from variousCompuHn famw

/ A/f A rZ I M P

S n

F T \A/ A

S L A P FIGHT

SPECTRUM £7-95 COMMODOf
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B E R I N G

MAGMAX

-

HOT FROM THE ARCADES.

GET SHARP OR YOU'RE DEAD! BUILD UP THIS

MEAN MACHINE TO ITS AWESOME FIRE

POWER TO STAND ANY CHANCE OF

COMPLETING YOUR TASK. STUNNING

GRAPHICS AND LIGHTNING GAME PLAY

TEST YOUR REFLEXES AND SHARP-SHOOTING

TO THE LIMITS TAKE ON

MAGMAX

-

IT'S A KILLER! £7.95

iiliiii

ARMY MOVES

YOU ARE ONE Of THE EirTf

A HANDPtCXFD

CRACK TROOPER IN BAH I t AGAINST A FORMIDABLE ENEMY

Y O U U NEED All YOUR SKILL IO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF EVERY

SITUATION STAMINA TO KEEP O N GOING WHERE OTHERS

WOULD FAIU AND COURAGE TO FACE THE CEASELESS

BOMBARDMENT BY ENEMY TROOPS HELICOPTERS AND

ARTILLERY AND IF YOU SURVTVI

A R M Y M O V E S

r(

SOME GREAT TALES TO TELL' £ 795

V

FROM TAITO CORPORATION C O M E S

S L A P FIGHT

AND THE LAST WORD

^

\

IN PLANET COMBAT...

^ ^

y

\

MULTI-SCREEN,

REALISTIC GRAPHI'

^

COIN-OP FEATURES.

^

ADDICTIVE AND COMPELLING

YOU JUST CAN'T PUT YOUR

JOYSTICK DOWN!"

AND

ALL THE

^

V

\

> £8-95 AMSTRAD £8-95 KONAMI'S C O N - O P HITS £9-95 - ALL FORMATS
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THE LINE-UP

AMSTRAD ACTION

JULY 1987

FRONT END

NEWS

•

LETTERS

O

O C

SUPERFILE

W

A database that won't bust your wallet.

07

11

Lots of strong f e e l i n g s about our n e w s story on the

future of the C P C s , plus the usual h e l p i n g s of g r i p i n g ,

grovelling and gabbing.

REACTION

w

O C

X-BASIC

w

Extend your Basic c o m m a n d s with an old product at

a n e w price.

H e l p is at hand f r o m the b i g g e s t - h e a r t e d , most helpful

p e o p l e w e k n o w - our helpliners. G o ahead, m a k e a

friend.

HELPLINE

36

Balancing your b u d g e t isn't a l w a y s easy, but with a

h o m e accounting p a c k a g e 6128 o w n e r s can stay in

the black.

HOME FINANCE PROGRAM

12

T h e

Pagemaker

AMSCEN6

s a g a e x p l a i n e d , with g o o d n e w s for

a n y o n e w h o s u f f e r e d f r o m the b u g s and d e l a y s .

ACTION & ADVENTURE

GAMES

•

MAPS

•

PILGRIM

43

4 4

^ ^

ACTION

TEST STARTS

HERE

Y o u ' v e r e a d the rest, n o w r e a d the best. Details on

what's in the best g a m e - r e v i e w section for the C P C s .

^YDROFOOL

U n d e r w a t e r antics with S w e e v o the robot trying to

c l e a n up another planet.

A g r a p h i c a l l y s u p e r b g a m e that will delight both the

e y e and the wallet - it's budget.

4MAUROTE

46

SERIOUS SIDE

Originality a n d innovation a r e the n a m e of the g a m e ,

w h i c h has sailed a c r o s s f r o m France.

-

Mastergame

SOFTWARE

•

HARDWARE

•

PROGRAMMING

Cm

* Compatibility p r o b l e m s , e r r o r m e s s a g e s , multiple

m i c e and corrupting disks are just s o m e of the matters

tackled.

OA

PROBLEM ATTIC

2 g

DART SCANNER

2 0

QUALITAS

A n e w d e v i c e that c o n v e r t s pictures into p i x e l s using

your D M P 2000 o r 3000 printer.

F a n c y s o m e n e w fonts f r o m your printer? This g i v e s

f i v e n e w o n e s and a d e s i g n - y o u r - o w n facility.

30

BOOKS

w

w

The Desktop Publishing

cations of the Amstrad

truly read.

Companion

a n d

Simple

Appli-

CPCs for Writers

g e t w e l l and

54

Breakout

is b a c k and faster, m o r e colourful, m o r e

v a r i e d and m o r e a d d i c t i v e than e v e r .

ARKANOID

O O

JUNIOR WORDPRO

A word-processor

beginners.

aimed

at c h i l d r e n o r

computer

Pilg's had a s n e a k p e e k

f o l l o w - u p to the

Pawn.

THE PILGRIM

at

Guild

of

Thieves,

the
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. .1fine

sweet

home

Future Publishing is a thriving young business. Since our move from

the Old Bam to Bath, it even looks the part: from rustic to Regency,

manure to haute-couture.

Of course the only problem is that there are over 150 pubs

within a mile or two and we haven't been able to test them all out

yet. One particularly dedicated journalist on our sister magazine

PC

Plus

has compiled the Staggering Guide to the pubs near the office,

based upon years of careful research.

got a one-in-150 chance of finding us. So if you ever visit Bath you've

Back in Somerton there's now a lot more room at the Old Barn,

and so all the mail-order

is

being handled from there. Sue Taylor',

our longsuffering Santa Claus who handles the mail-order, will in

future work solely from the offices. This means that you shouldn't

try to contact her on the old phone number (her home number), but

should call the Old Barn number,

(0458) 74011,

with any queries

-

or use the 24-hour hotline on

(0458) 74192

for credit-card orders.

This issue is all the better for our move. It offers what we think

is the best coverage of

all

uses of the Amstrad CPCs: from home

accounting with the

Home Finance Program

to an unbeatable

playing guide to

Head Over Heels,

and from more in-depth Type-Ins

to the innovative Mastergame

Passengers on the Wind.

Your questionnaires have been flooding in. By next issue we

should have some interesting facts and figures to let you in on. One

thing's for sure: there's no lack of opinions, on all manner of subjects.

We've taken note of them and we'll act on some.

Favourite office pastime at the moment is playing pub trivia

machines and eating pizzas. So by next month Til have put on a few

pounds round myread. and lost a few out of my wallet.

Have a good waist

*

*

1

Lntr,.,

19

TYPE-\NS

A n in-depth l o o k at a calendar p r o g r a m , m o r e on

d e b u g g i n g , plus the frivolous a n d the fascinating.

Amstrad

Action

26

HOT

J\PS

Future Publishing Limited

4 Queen Street

Bath.

BA1 1EJ

j

i

his

Telecom Gold 81 TXT lb;-

-

rax (0?.25) 44 6019

Pn.-i.tel Micronet 04.. 874 011

Telephone I0?.?i> 44 6034

A c u r e f o r a flashing cursor, insensitive lightpens,

s p e e d i n g u p " S p e e d write" and other s n a p p y snippets.

41

DAY IN THE

UFE

Malcolm Arnold

p l a y s in a band, p l a y s with

A m s t r a d a n d plays h a v o c with his family.

13

CHEAT

MODE

a n d m o r e p o k e s . W e ' v e h a d s o many

' Pokes,

pokes

that w e ' v e run

out

of

s p a c e t o print

them.

T R A P P I N G

•t

o

w

n O C O M P E T m O U

O O Don't miss

xhis

chance

t o g e t

o n o f f e r f r o m Silicon Systems.

Editor:

Bob Wade

Production

E d i t o r :

Jim Nagel

Technical Editor:

Richard Monteiro

A r t E d i t o r :

Trevor Gilham

A s s i s t a n t

Art Editors:

Ollie Alderton, Angela Neal

Publisher:

Chris Anderson

Production Assistant:

Diane Tavener

The Old Barn. Brunei Piocinci. Somcrton, Somerset. TAH 7PY

Telephone

(04S8)

74011

Subscriptions:

Carrie-Anne Porter

j

y o u r

hands

o n a

Megadnve or one of the other great hardware goodies

r.trdlcy House. 182 Campden Hill Road. London WB 7AS

Telephone 01 221 3592 Tele* 893 0511 OneoneC ioI 130 49001

: Cover

photographs: Anthony Spinks

a i p a p

Studio Seventy Langpori Somerset

bp m a

Colour origination: Wessex Reproductions. 325 Weils Koud Bristol B 4 UQL

S

Printing: Redwood Web Ollaet. Yeomans Way. Trowbridoi- WJi-.

Distribution: Seymour Press. 334 Brixton Road. London SW9 7AC

Netherlands distribution & subscriptions: inlo Data Computers Fostbuv 97.

3800AB Ameisfoot Telephone (003) 63 0187 Reta:l price Hfl 7 90

FUTURE PUBLISHING

L T D 1987

Amstrad Action

is an independent publication. The company which;

''--wroduces n Future Publishing Ltd has no connection with Amstrad plc,

;

"*"tribut»on$ from readers but unfortunately cannotpersona

guaian;

to us, nor can w h enter we publish i;

— we a t into

i'

Advertisements:

Mike Carroll

7

JL Cm

T h e first a d s will a p p e a r in the next issue (it's true this

t i m e ) but the f o r m is printed h e r e s o that you c a n

r e a c h tens o f thousands of C P C users f o r just £5.

OCLASS\F\EDS

OA

SPEC\AL OFFERS

to

do your shopping.

Oh,

O ' * Sparkling goodies

at

lovely prices:

it's

the easy way

Q A

REAR VIEW

w

w

Sugarman, you're such

a

hunk.

P e o p l e

swoon

when he walks into the room - he's at it again in this

month's cartoon.

N0

^
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